
TO: 40 years of peace through deterrence 

phoio bv Bob Crockett 

Headquarfers at Patch Barracks is a 
in the NATO chain. 

iCaasalves 
Editor 

North Atlantic Treaty Oreanization (NATO) 
:)d the stress of time as the alliance prepares 

Ile the 40th anniversary of its union on April 

some see NATO as the result of a marriage 

News briefs 
COD open Saturdays 

The GSMC Community Operation Division 
«Iministrative office, building 121 at Robinson 
•arracks, wili be open for business on Saturdays 
fcom 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Personnel wi] l be avail-
•Me for soldiers who are outprocessing. For 
•ore information, contact the COD at 0711-
112044. 

Safety Division moved 
The GSMC Safety Division moved from Rob

inson Barracks, building 108, room 402, lo Wal
lace Barracks, building 4303, room 205. The 
lelephone numbers remain the same: 420-
6043/7092. 

Preseparation briefing 
The preseparation briefmgs wil ! normally be 

conducted on the second Wednesday of every 
month at the Robinson Barracks Hilltop Thea-
ler. This month's preseparation briefing is 
scheduled for April 12 at 9 a.m. AH soldiers who 
are ETSing in the next 120 days should attend. 

Fllm maller service 
A new film processing mailer service is now 

available at selected Army and Air Force Ex
change Services-Europe Pick-up Points in Ger
many, The mailer service ofTers quality devel-
oping at low prices. 

Designated Pick-up Points will mail film d i -
•\'cily to processing plants for customers and it 
•vjll retum in approximately 7-12 days. The 
i-rvice takes a little longer than the regular proc-

.ssing services now being used. but it is less 
expensive. 

Ask Pick-up Point attendants for details. 

Retall sale 
The Defense Reutilizalion and Marketing Of

fice in Ludwigsburg announces a retail sale open 
to the general public — including non-identifi-
cation card holders! It's a monthly event. 

This month the sale is April 14. It starts at 8 
a.m. and will inctude miscellaneous excess gov-
emmcnt property in a wide variety. 

Wc are located on Osterholzallee in Ludswigs-
burg, building 1925, just around the comer from 
Coffey Barracks. 

Feel free to contact our office for more Infor
mation, 4282-554/891 or 07141-44675. 

Vet information 

The number for making a veterinarian's ap-
pointment or for acquiring information is 420-
6099. 

The number for animal bite cases, rabies ad-
vi«)ry committee Communications and other 
non-ctinicat uses is 420-7070. 

of convenience and not of true affection, the alliance 
came logether as the threat of Soviet expansion be-
came more evident soon after World War I I . 

The relationship between the United States, Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union frayed as the U.S. and 
Great Britain be^n to reduce their forces and concen-
trate on the rebuilding of Germany. 

The Soviet Union, however, did not follow suit. 
With the reduction of Westem occupation troops and 
the overwhelming Soviet presence coupled by Soviet 
polilical pressure; Albania, Hungary, Rumania, Po-
iand, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and East Germany fell 
under Soviet political and military control. 

Foreseeing a growing Soviet threat, the United 
States, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Great Britain, Ice-
land, Italy, Luxembourg, the Nelherlands, Norway, 
France and Portugal joined forces and formed the 
NATO alliance in April, 1949. 

NATO's mission: to join forces in a defensive pos-
ture to deter the threat of Communism and Soviet 
expansionism throughout Europe. 

The alliance has evolved over the years since its 
conception in the spring of '49. Greece and Turkey 
became members in 1951. West Germany foilowed 
suit in 1955. And Spain became NATO's latest affiliate 

in 1982. 
Onty one country, France in 1966, has withdrawn 

from NATO's military infra-structure, but still remains 
as a member of the alliance. 

Today, NATO is a player in a much different world 
than that of its infancy 40 years ago. Europe in a whole 
has economically recovered from the wounds of World 
War I I and is now strong and moving toward unifica-
tion. 

The Soviet Union — then under the iron first of 
Josef Stalin — now ruled under the controversial glove 
of Mikhail Gorbachev's "perestroika" reforms, is at-
tempting to ease the tension between the East and the 
West. 

The United States — then the most powerful coun
try in the worid — is now faced with dire economic 
constraints and deficits. 

What direction NATO will take in the '90s is un-
known. Changes are inevitable. There is, however. a 
consensus that the general approach that has been 
laken over the last 40 years will continue in the future. 

As Europe celebrates its longest period of peace in 
modem history, NATO, Ihough taxed by ever-chang-
ing pressures, has proven Ihrough time to be the model 
for future peacekeeping alliances. 
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What's up, Doc? 
phoio by Bob Crockett 

Captain Stacy Eliisan examines dental x-rays ofpatient PFC David Schlafer while Sgt. Kevin Spencer 
logs the information. Sixty soldiers and 11 dentists from dental units throughout southem Germany 
participated in a three-day field exercise near Panzer Kaserne in Boeblingen. It was designed as a 
prototype for a quarteHy program of care for soldiers in the field. Officialshope that itwill reduce the 
number of dental pnAilems that became emergencies. Of ali medical evcxuations from the field, 
approximately 30 percent are dental emergencies. Of the approximately SOO soldiers exomined 
during the exercise, 30 were MEDEVACed to Sth General Army Hospital Dental Clinic in Bad Canstatt. 


